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T the end of September there took place at the Royal Institu- 
tion a conference of scientists, the Social and International 


Relations Section of the British Association. 


It presented 


an amazing array of scientific genius, and its discussions and pro- 
nouncements have led many to believe that science is going to play 
a leading part in rescuing society from the growing menace of 


poverty and war. 

I should like to share that be- 
lief, but before I can do so 
certain assurances must be 
forthcoming. 


I found the papers and discussions 
full of interesting and valuable in- 
formation, but what I failed +o find, 
in the best press reports I could dis- 
cover, was the promise of any sort of 
drive whereby the scientists, having 
diagnosed the disease of modern 
socicty and decided upon its cure, 
were going to storm the citadels of 
social and political power and insist 
upon fundamental changes in social 
aims, in the social structure, and in 
social and international relations. 

One sympathetic commentator on 
the conference stated that “ the 
political side was not strictly in our 
province.” That seemed to be some- 
thing like a get-out, for if the 
scientists have no intention of msist- 
ing on ways and means to the fulfil- 
ment of great and worthy ends, what 
is the use of talking? 

But if politics were not strictly in 
the province of the conference, why 
were so many politicians present, and 
why were they permitted to take such 
a prominent part in its proceedings? 
Politicians as a rule are not bashful, 
and those who attended the conference 
did not shrink from voicing their 
demands. Indeed, with one accord 
they insisted that the supreme duty 
of scientists -was to win the war 
against Hitlerism, and, so far as one 
could gather, the scientists present 
accepted that judgment. So large 
was the place which the politicians 
odeupied in this conference of 
scientists that one began to wonder 
if it had been called for a political 
purpose. 

Naturally, after this political bom- 
bardment, the scientists were wm- 
formed that their services would be 
required in the effort to build a better 
world after the war. Equally 


THINKING FOR THE 
FUTURE 


NE reader commemorates her 

birthday by doubling her 
gift to the Fighting Fand; 
another declares that Observer’s 
commentary helps to keep him 
sane in a mad world, and sends 
£1 in gratitude. But we have 
still a long way to go to reach 


our objective: £5,000. It is 
strange to reflect that probably 
the members of the pacifist 


movement are condemned to con- 
tribute, by one form of taxation 
or another, £5,000 a week to the 
work of international destruction; 
yet it is only by doing so that we 
remain free to put what little 
remains to the service of a work 
of construction. Nevertheless, 
it will be one of our triumphs 
that we thought for the future 
and stuck to the job. 

Contributions last week: 
£14 138s. 5d.. making the total 
£2,707 17s. 8d. 


The Editor. 


Please make all cheques, POs, and money 

orders for the Peace News fand payable to 

Peace News Ltd., and crossed “‘a/e Payee” 

and address them to the Accountant, 

Peace News, 3 pons Road, London, 
4. 


naturally, “The resources of the 
BBC proclaimed its” (the confer- 
ence’s) “message of hope io the 


peoples of occupied countries and to 
the Empire—in 37 languages.” 
* 

HAT disturbed me in this pro- 
» cedure was that a body of 
scientists, of all people, should 
accept, without question and appar- 
ently without discussion, the view 
(1) that Germany was the germinat- 
ing centre of anew disease, Hitlerism, 
which was threatening the life and 
the freedom of humanity entire; (2) 
that this disease could be uprooted by 
a military victory over Germany; 
and (3) that after the defeat of 
Nazi Germany the politicians and 
the scientists would go hand in hand 
to build a new world. Let us con- 
sider these assumptions. 

(1) Economic inquiry proves 
beyond question that Hitlerism is 
more an effect than a cause of the 
present world upheaval, and is merely 
a more malignant ‘form of a disease 
that is rampant. everywhere, and has 
been assuming increasingly menacing: 
proportions as the capitalist system 
moved toward collapse. 

(2) A little reflection warrants the 
conclusions: (a) that to resort to war 
in order to remove an evil, the causes 
of which are known, but are left un- 
touched because to deal with them 
at the source would involve a change 
in the structure of society, is un- 
scientific and suicidal; (b) that a 
decadent social system which runs 
into war as inevitably as water runs to 
its level, will intensify in war every 
tendency which makes for social 
breakdown; and (c) that mechanized 
warfare, which is the counterpart of 
an uncontrolled system of mass-pro- 
duction, adds to the growing ravages 
of mass-unemployment, more ghastly 
and devastating forms of mass- 
slaughter, and so brings the issue of 
racial extinction within the bounds of 
possibility. 

(3) If scientists are not sufficiently 
determined to understand and remove 
the causes of the present world 
situation, what grounds have we for 
believing they will be morally strong 
enough to insist upon the building of 
a really new world when hostilities 
cease? 

One of the most startling addresses 
delivered to the conference was that 
of Sir John Russell on the new 
Russian technique of the “ scorched 
earth.” This technique, applied in 
the Ukraine, one of the earth’s most 
fruitful areas, reveals new dangers to 
humanity, new threats to its survival. 
Yet it has been resorted to as the 
only effective means of resisting the 


= 


by WILFRED 
WELLOCK 


mechanistic demonism of Nazi 
fare. 


Surely the question here is not how 
to deal with the ravages of the 
“ scorched earth” technique, but how 
to cure the social disease which com- 
pels it. Apparently no one, apart 
from H. G. Wells, who is a philosopher 
even more than a scientist, thought fit 
to dwell on these ultimate issues. 


What [ want most emphatically to 
say, therefore, is that science can offer 
no hope of saving society from the 
perils which today threaten its very 
survival, if it is merely going to apply 
itself to the problems which the 
politicians present to it, and shrinks 
from relating those problems to 
ultimate causes and ultimate ends. 


* 


War- 


[’ the existing social order a pre- 

datory capitalism creates the 
social problems, while the ruling poli- 
ticians, who_in fact, are the represen- 
tatives of the privileged classes which 
capitalism produces, determine the 
lirgits within which reform shall take 
place and the point at which war 
shall be declared. Even today, both 
here and in the USA, Big Business is 
using the war situation to consolidate 
its power with a view to perpetuating 
class privilege in the period of social 
upheaval which it is anticipated will 
follow the war. 


So far, then, from science being 
able to act as philosopher and guide 
to humanity, it promises to be little 
more on the whole than the servile 
instrument of the dominant social 
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European 


Tragedy 


OME obscurity hangs over the 
military situation in Russia. The 
Germans claim that “the Soviet 
army group of Marshal Timoshenko 
has been annihilated.” The suggestion 
from Russia is that Timoshenko still 
commands a coherent and consider- 
able force. Beyond announcing on 
October 16 that the Germans had 
achieved a break-through, and that 
the government was leaving Moscow. 
the Russians admitted nothing. 


But there is no doubt that Timo- 
shenko’s armies have suffered a 
major defeat, which may not indeed 
amount to annihilation, but is very 
serious. Indeed, The Times (Oct. 
20) warns us against “ the danger of 
over-emphasizing the contrast be- 
tween German boasting and German 
performance.” 

Absurd as many of the German claims 
have been, a glance at the map shows that 
the performance has been very remarkable. 
a triumph of military skill, and of organiz- 


ation and preparation on an unprecedented 
scale. 


Furthermore, there is no solid indi- 
cation that the German advance is 
slackening, er likely to slacken. 


Danger in South 


FT is suegested (Times, Oct. 21) that 
* the real reason for the evacuation 
ot Odessa was the need of increasing 
Budenny’s forces to stem the advance 
towards Rostov. The evacuation 
“would suggest great anxiety for the 
safety of the Caucasus or of Astra- 
kan; for the value of Odessa as a 


_~ 
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class, or to exercise any more in- 
fluence on fundamental social change 
than a Union of engineers or an 
Amalgamation of charwomen. 


There are exceptions, of course. 
There are scientists, as there are 
engineers and charwomen, who are 
also philosophers and social idealists. 
The point is, however, that in itself 
science carries with it no guarantee 
whatever that its devotees will be 
motivated by high social ideals or a 
view of humanity which transeends 
the boundaries of class. 


The moment we pass from means 
to ends we leave the realm of 
science for that of philosophy and 
religion. The Charter of Scientific 
Principles which Sir Richard Gregory, 
the chairman, presented to the con- 
ference called scientists to the service 
of high ideals. But those ideals were 
not defined; in every case they will 
depend ppon a man’s outlook, his 
standard of values, his religion. 

H. G. Wells broke the bounds of 
science when he challenged the con- 
ference with a question to which it 
had no answer:-— 

When this idiotic shapeless war gives 
Way to some equally idiotie and planless 
peace we shall be-confronted by a problem 
of young peopic without prospects, untrained 
for anything but fighting asking us: “AND 
WHAT WILL YOU DO WITH US NOW?” 
No doubt many members of the 


audience had an answer to that 
question. but science had none. 


‘Something to the Good” 


“No paper that I have seen (writes 
2 correspondent) reported a statement 
by Mr. Richard Allen, of the Ameri- 
can Red Cross, made at the British 
Association Conference on the last 
day of its sitting. 

“Mr. Allen, after describing his ex- 
periences during the last eighteen 
months in France, Belgium, and some 
other countries, said that in France 
last year the German conquerers de- 
nuded the hospitals of their supplies 
—a part of his speech which was re- 


ported—but went on to add that medi- 
cal and hospital supplies had now 
been distributed to French hospitals 
by the American Red Cross, and that 
this work had been done, to quote his 
own words, ‘quite alongside the Ger- 
man army. We enjoyed a splendid 
co-operation from them. They did 
not take any of the supplies which we 
intended for the French.’ Seme- 
thing to the good.”—From a London 
Diary, by “Critic,” in The New States- 
man and Nation, Oct. 11. 


Tobruk was considerable.” In fact 
the judgement of The Times now 
agrees with ours of a month ago: that 
the advance in the South is a more 
serious danger than the threat to 
Moscow. The fall of Rostov, it says, 
“would be » very serious blow to the 
Russians, because the loss of the pipe- 
line terminus would deprive the Red 
armies of the easiest means of obtain- 
ing oil from the Caucasus.” 


The Tragedy 


THE heroism of the Russian armies 

under the sustained and pro- 
digious onslaught has been mezgnifi- 
cent: as it was in the last war. But 
the depth of our sympathy with the 
Russian soldier in his ordeal must not 
blind us to the fact that he is losing, 
losing all the while. And it 12 stupid 
to talk of the German military 
“machine ” on the one side and the 
Russian human bemgss on the other. 
The Germans also must be perform- 
ing prodigies of heroism and 
devotion. 

The unspeakable tragedy is that two 
great peoples who, if they could have 
lived in unity one with another, could 
have raised the level of European 
civilisation to new  heights—two 
nations which (alone among modern 
nations) had consciously faced the 
social problem of the machine-age— 
should be locked in this titanie and 
bloody struggle. And the supreme 
horror is that it was not unthinkable 
that Germany and Russia should find 
the way to _ co-operation. The 
ideological conflict was not insuper- 
able; their socio-political systems not 
antithetic, to anything like the degree 
to which the British socio-political 
system is antithetic to both. But. 
alas, it seems that the extremity of 
conflict is the hell which humanity 
must pass through on its blundering 
path to unity. 


Changes in Japan 


TPHE fall of Prince Konoye and the 
appointment of General ojo as 
(Continued on page 2) 
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THE situation on the Eastern front 

is as black as can be, from the 
military point of view. Hitler seems 
to have known what he was talking 
about in his recent speech. The 
dithyrambs of the Schwarze Korps, 
the organ of the SS, may seem ex- 
travagant to a public ignorant of the 
continental mentality, but they are 


worth recording :— 


Europe has been reborn, and will one day 
realize that the centuries of ‘“‘old’’ Europe 
were merely the prelude to the reality of the 
“new”, which can now devote all its creative 
powers to fulfilling more prolific tasks than 
those which urise from safeguarding the 
timorously protected right to earn one’s 
daily bread 


Hishop Butler wrote: “ Since things 
will be what they will be, why should 
I deceive myself? ” A simple 
attitude, but one aemanding more in- 
tellectual courage than most people 
possess. Nevertheless, we must ask 
ourselves what will be the value of 
the Russian “defensive front” in 
the Urals and beyond; envisaged by 
The Times as likely to ‘be formed 
when the Germans have captured two- 
thirds of the industrial strength of 
Russia. The Times does not suggest 
that it would, or could, become an 
offensive front in time to influence 
the result of this war. An Asiatic 
USSR might continue to exist which, 
in combination with China, might 
have a great destiny in generations to 
come; but the immediate fate of 
Western Russia would be decided. It 
would belong, no doubt, on much the 
same terms as France or Italy, to the 
Germanic Europe. And even the 


some sort of “peace” with the 
Germanic Europe. It would not be 
economically independent. 

But this Germanic Europe would 
be so huge and unprecedented a 
creation that one cannot help asking 
whether it can be stable. Economi- 
cally, it would be impregnable; 
militarily, also, if military stability 
independent of political con- 
ditions, in the largest sense. But it is 
not thus independent. The question 
then is: Can the Germans so behave 
as to gain at least the passive toler- 
ance of the peoples of Europe? We 
do not know. That the Germans are 
technically capable of administering 
the new and greater Europe, is plain; 
but are they capable of ruling it 
wisely, with due regard to the mani- 
fold idiosyncrasies of what is, after 
all, the centre of world-civilisation ? 


For this stupendous task a great 
idea is necessary: an appeal to some- 
thing that can evoke a common 
loyalty. The Germans, as we know 
them, appear to be the least fitted of 
all the historic peoples of Europe to 
uphold the idea.of the European com- 
munity. Nevertheless, they may be 
called upon to‘do it. But they can 
do it only by throwing their bar- 
barous creed of the Herrenvolk on to 
the scrapheap; by realizing that 
they are the servants of destiny, not 
its masters; by setting themselves 
humbly and patiently to make Europe 
a true society of nations. It is easy 
and convenient to forget-——under the 
influence of the half-baked history of 
a Vansittart or a Bracken—that this 
also is in the German _ tradition. 
The Holy Roman Empire may have 
been neither holy nor Roman; but, as 
some of those who have witnessed 
the consequences of finally smashing 
it have begun to realise, it was an 
achievement of political civilisation, 


were 


Asiatic USSR would have to make 
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Ancient and #Wodern 


RECENT letter in The 
Times suggested that 


A 


“some inspired poet should write a 


achieve 


hymn for the Air Force which will 
permanency.” Inspiration 
not being rationed, it had a good re- 
sponse, and The Times has covered 
two columns with samples. 


Judging by these, there appear to 
be two main purposes for the hymn: 

(1) To remind heaven that the RAF is do- 
ing the Lord’s work and helping to estabish 
the Kingdom of Righteousness. 

(2) To remind same of the Most-Favoured- 
Nation Clause which gives us the first claim 
on supernatural assistance. ¢ 

‘Examples of (1) describe the occu- 
pational status of airmen and the 
nature of their heavenly employment. 


Thus: 


“Upwards fly ye, Christian airmen, 
Cruising, scouting, ceaselessly.” 
or—‘We- are Thy messengers... 


spurning the earth in our weathering 
flight.” Others refer to them_cate- 
gorically as “Thy servants.” But it 
is made clear that they’re all engaged 
on work of heavenly importance, 
whether as messengers, earth- 
spurners, or Christian Cruisers. 


* 


NOsT of the hymns, how- 
1 2 
ever, are chiefly con- 
cerned with demands for supernatural 
aid. And in making these claims, it 
is natural that the poets should have 
taken advantage of the obvious com- 
parison between aviators and angels. 

The plea is a convincing one: since 
angels are the traditional instruments 
of Divine intervention, and since fly- 
ing is their natural way of getting 
about, they ought to find the job of 
helping aeroplanes more congenial 
than that of attending to guns, tanks 
or submarines. Thus: 

“With beating pinions round them may 

St. Michael and hig angels go...” 


or—"‘God of the air, Whose angels 


fly...” are reasonable reminders of 
functional similarity, delicately hint- 
ing at natural affinity. 


The further comparison with birds, 
together with appeals to the “God of 
all winged things,” displays another 
poetical advantage of the RAF over 
the other Services. For undoubtedly, 
this hymn— 

“Thou art the Life of winged things, 

The joy of every bird that sings,” ete, 
would go down better in choirs and 
places where they sing than, shall we 
say— 

“God of all crawling things, 

Slugs, bugs and frogs, 

Guide Thou our Tanks 

Over pitfalls and bogs.” 


* 


qt was inevitable, perhaps, 
that more than one men- 
tion should be made of God’s ability 
to “mark the sparrow’s fall.” But 
one is surprised to find no reference 
to another obvious characteristic 
which birds and airmen have in com- 
mon. One had at least expected to 
read that— 
“Thy heavenly guidance, too, we beg 
Whene’er we pause to drop an egg.” 


Indeed, one might combine the two 
functions in one hymn. If I might 
make a suggestion: 

“We plough the clouds and seatter 

The good bombs o’er the foe; 

But Providence must guide their aim 

And mark the way they go. 


We do not ask, O Lord, to see 

The distant things we kill. 

Thy careful eye will always find 
Industrial objects still. . 


For He who marks the sparrow’s fall 

Through realms of starry height 

Will certainly be sure to find 

Our target fur tonight.” 

Nevertheless, we must admit that 
the subject confronts us with theo- 
logical problems. In asking for 
safety for airmen one puts heaven in 
rather an embarrassing position. 
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For obviously, to increase the 
safety of airmen is to diminish that 
of the people down below, who, it 
must be presumed, are simultaneously 
putting up their own hymnodic bar- 
rage. 

As if to emphasize this contradic- 
tion, one hymn observes, rather tact- 
lessly, I think, “God of all airmen, 
grant us Thy shelter...” and the fre- 
quent use of such phrases as “Look 
down in mercy,” and “Look down with 
pity” must only serve to remind 
heaven of the conflicting nature of the 
petitions. 


* 


TINHE problem is not evaded 

* by saying that God is on 
the side of the Dollar-Sterling bloc. 
For that only reduces the Deity to 
tribal status, limits the geographical 
area of His Omnipotence, and makes 
the issue of the war depend on who 
can sing loudest—Rome or Canter- 
bury. 

Again, carping critics and free- 
thinkers may question whether in any 
case heaven is disposed to regard a 
bomber as a fitting Means to 
Heavenly Ends. 


However, we have high Anglican 
authority to saying that in a Holy 
War a certain laxity is permitted in 
respect to rules and methods, and it 
might be politic to remind heaven 
(and the congregation) of this. In 
short— 

God moves in ways that may seem queer 

His kingdom to establish here. 

He bids us in His Holy Cause 

Infringe his own eternal laws. 

Thus, when to pious Ends applied, 

The dirtiest Means are justified. 

And, should this sound a triffe add, 

Note—all is possible with God. 

So, should we seek, in time of trouble, 

To cast out Satan by his Double, 

Remember that, in heaven’s eyes, 

Our Fiend’s an angel in disguise. 

(Tunes: Doxolegy, Winchester New.) 


A Pacifist Commentary 


head of the Japanese government may 
mean much or little. The political 
intentions of Japan are shrouded, 
always, behind an inscrutable smile. 
The general interpretation of the 
change is that it spells the calling-off 
of Prince Konoye’s policy, which was 
to seek an agreement with the USA 
on the basis of an American acknow- 
ledgment of Japan’s de facto position 
in the Far East. That having failed, 
Japan resumes a free hand. 

Since it looks as though the Trans- 
Siberian railway may soon be the only 
way left to get supplies to Russia, 
Japan’s capacity for “squeeze” be- 
comes tremendous. Now that the 
Russian army of the East is avowedly 
much depleted, it would be fairly easy 
for Japan to interrupt communica- 
tions on the Trans-Siberian railway. 
But we are told that USA would not 
regard Siberia as an American in- 
terest (Express, Oct. 20), and that 
the American-Japanese conversations 
may be resumed. 


How To Beat Hitler? 


HE general opinion seems to be that this 
particular moment was chosen to pub- 
lish Lord Gort's dispatches, in order to de- 
monstrate the difficulties of re-opening the 
Western Frunt. We believe them to be in- 
superable| Nor can we see any ground for 
supposing that they will diminish with the 
passing of years. 

Indeed the impatient and frustrated Left 
spokesmen (ey. Mr. Brailsford in Reynolds, 
Oct. 19; and the editor of the New Statesman, 
Oct. 18) admit as much. They propound two 
theses: (1) thant if Hitler is to be beaten, he 
must be beaten by a land-army on the con- 
tinent, and (2) that Britain will never have 
such unother oppartunity of doing this. 

The conclusion a free intelligence would 
draw from these two theses is that Hitler will 
not be beaten by ordinary methods of war. 
If, however, divine justice requires that he 
should be beaten, it may be done by a miracu- 
loug intervention. This the progressives ap- 
pear now to be awaiting. 


Realistic Preparations 


HEY appear, however, to suspect somé 
elements in this country of being more 


the wanton demolition of which by 
the Allies in 1919 was a disaster. 
Perhaps the Gerrnans may rise to 
their astonishing opportunity, and be 
the architects of a new European 
civilization. If not, it is a bad look- 
out for humanity. For only the 
Russians could conceivably have 
taken their place. 


realistic. Mr. Brailsford deplores the pert 
pheral strategy of concentrating troops in the 
Near East. recently expounded by that pala- 
din, Lord Croft (Sunday Times, Oct. 19) 2) 
The Germans will almost certainly come 
at Batum and Baku across the Caucasus 
next spring. If this is so the Iran frontier 
becomes vital to us—first, in supporting the 
Russian defence of Baku, if they will let us, 
and secondly to deny the road to Egypt, 
India and the East. 


“If they will let us’’ gives food for thought. 
Sceing that it is on the cards that the Germans 
will have cut off the Caucasus from Russia 
before next spring, the Russians may not re 
gard British preparations for the defence of 
Baku as a very present help in trouble. Our 
concern for Baku, which has been evinced be 
fore, may not be attributed to pure benevo- 
lence by Mr_ Stalin. The Ankara correspond- 
ent. of the Express, Oct. 20, says: “‘The Soviet 
Government is understood to have declined the 
help of allied troops from Persia in the 
Ukraine.” 

So there may be something in Mr. 
ford’s suspicion: 

The disquieting thing in this imperial 
strategy ig that it happens to coincide with 
the views of that influential Tory schovul of 
thought which would contentedly “‘ecompro- 
mise”? with Hitler by leaving Europe to him. 
if it might keep its Empire. 


Shock for Dreamers 


HE underlying suspicion was violently 

voiced by the chief speaker at the meet- 

ing of Shop Stewards on Oct. 19-2 meeting 

banned by the AEU znd no doubt inspired by 
the Communists: 

It needs to be publicly stated that the 
factories are seething with suspicion that 
the Government are letting Russia down 
and that the presence of the Halifaxes, 
Mooxe-Brabazans and Margexsons is the 
reason why there is no second front. 

] doubt whether the factories are seething. 
I doubt whether the Halifaxes, the Brabazons 
and the Margessons have anything whatever 
to do with the absence of a “second front.” 
Much more likely is that even moderately re- 
sponsible people realize that the attempt to 
open a “second front’’ would be suicidal. 

The cause of the trouble is that the country 
has never been told the facta. Everybody is 
encouraged to dream dreams: then comes a 
touch of reality. And everybody starts hunt- 
ing for scapegoats. 


Scientific ? 


TERRIBLE Jot of nonsense is talked 

about science, and often by scientists. 

A good example is the first sentence of the 

first article of the statement adopted at the 

recent meeting of the British Association 

(about which Wilfred Wellock has something 
to say on another page). 

The sentence runs: “The basic principles of 
science recognize fundamental human rights 
and responsibilities.” What does that mean? 
Precisely nothing at all. It is just plain non- 
sense. How can the basic principles of science 
“recognize” anything? What are the “‘basic 
principles”—they are nowhere defined? Shall 
we tonclude that the scientists were ‘too 


Brails- 


Continued from page 1 


anxious to get in a whack at the Nazis to 
worry whether they were talking sense or not? 


The Pro tagonists 


. G. WELLS’ address, which was delivered 
only in part—perhaps it had to make 
way for the lucubrations of Mr. Herbert Mor- 
rison—has been published in full in the News 
Review (Oct. 9). It is a notable document; 
much of it Wells at his best which is ini- 
mitable. Bat it didn’t at all fit in with the 
pretty scheme, announced by Julian Huxtiey, of 
“a voluntary mobilization of world-thought 
against the Nazi system.” The protagonists 
in the world-war, according to Wells, are nat 
Science v. Obscurantism, or Liberty v. Slavery, 
but Humbug v. Brutalization. 

On the one hand we have certain systems 
of old and seasoned humbug, organized com- 
mercial humbug, the humbug of soulless re- 
ligious bodies, the humbug of rank and privi- 
lege, all far gone in decay: and they are 
in conflict with a crude realism of violence, 
of intimidation, of crueliy and lying. A 
war between humbug and brutalization, — 
And the British Association contributed its 

fair quota to the humbug. 


Research Experiments on 


Pacifists 
The following acknowledgment of 
the part played by pacifist volunteers 
in experiments concerning the trans- 
mission of scabies was made in an 


article on the subject in the British 
Medical Journal, Sept. 20, by Kenneth 
Mellanby, Ph.D., Sorby Research 
Fellow of the Royal Society: 

These experiments were made using vol- 
unteers who lived under controlled institu- 
tional conditions and who were subjected ta 
different types of contact with scabies infec- 
tion. The volunteers were all pacifists who 
had offered to co-operate in this work and 
who, during the experiments, received board 
and lodging and a weekly payment similar 
to that which they would have received had 
they been called up for military service. 
They agreed to submit themselveg to infec- 
tion and to allow the course of the disease 
to be followed on their persons. Throughout 
the experiments the volunteers co-operated 
loyally, and I have had no reason to suspect 
that all instructions were not always con- 
scientiously carried out, 


PPU Rest Home. A Rest Home scheme has 
been started with the renting of a two-room 
flat at 2 St. John’s Road, Christchurch. The 
rooms have been re-decorated and furnished 
by members of the Christchurch PPU group 
and are ready for occupation. There is a bed- 
sitting room suitable for two, and a small kit- 
chen, as well as the use of bathroom and a nice 
piece of garden. 


The home is intended for anyone in need of 
a rest. who could not otherwise take a holi- 
day. It is not intended for permanent occupa- 
tion. The group would especially welcome any 
mother with a young child or social workers 
from the bombed areas. 


Inquiries should be addressed to the sec- 
retary at the above address. 
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PEACE NEWS 


HE basis of the Peace Pledge 
~ Union is the following pledge 

which is signed by each member: 

I RENOUNCE WAR AND I WILL NEVER 


SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER. 


The address to which new signatures of 
the pledge should be sent, and from which 
further particulars may be obtained is: 

PPU HEADQUARTERS, 


Dick Sheppard House, 
6, Endsleigh St, W.C.1. 


ANOTHER 
MILESTON 


(S. Western Area) 


By JOHN BARCLAY 
YYEEK by week we are adding 

fresh names to the list of PPU 
centres of activity. Since August 24 
each weekend has seen one or two 
Area Conferences held. Maidstone 
has been followed by Southampton, 
Leicester, and Wolverhampton, and so 
on by way of Scotland and Wales to 
Exeter last Saturday. 

Each conference presents problems 
which though identical in many re- 
spects have to be solved by quite 
different methods. There is always 
the “bogey of finance,” a familar devil 
that haunts all progress. Experience is 
teaching us a technique that is slowly 
but surely proving invincible. Prob- 
lems of distance are always in the 
forezround, but they are being over- 
come by better co-operation and a real 
desire to meet each other half-way. 

At Exeter the great stumbling 
block was to find a suitable Area 
Secretary. The conference had been 
convened by Miss Thorn of Exeter 
and was 2 success—over 50 delegates 
from 9 groups, and plenty of sound 
criticism. Rowland Wright, the Area 
Representative on the National Coun- 
cil, was in the chair and gave a clear 
lead indicating the task before us 
without shirking or minimizing the 
difficulties. Following on, I tried to 
show how we could reorganize to meet 
these very real difficulties, emphasiz- 
ing the need for personal responsi- 
bility from members themselves. 

After tea it became clear that the 
man we wanted was in the audience 
and on being appealed to he agreed 
to take on the job of Area Secretary. 
The committee was elected and will 
soon meet. The spirit of the meeting 
was so good that it should be possible 
to divide the responsibilities over a 
reat number of persons and by shar- 
ing the work double the opportunities. 

Cornwall was represented by only 
one group—-Truro—and it is obvious 
that Devon and Cornwall will have 
to be organized separately. I shall 
be spending a week on this after 
Christmas. Meanwhile, all Devon 
pacifists should write to Mr. H. Steele, 
Red Gates, Bickleigh, Tiverton, Devon, 
offering help and cash. 

* * 


* 


8.0.8. The area needs a duplicator 
urgently. What offers? 


LAKELAND AREA 
Tus is the new title agreed on at 


the Area Conference which wags 
held at Keswick on Saturday, October 
18, for what till now has been called 
the N. W. Area. The conference was 
most successful, being attended by 
representatives from all but one of 
the existing groups in the area, and 
also by individual members from 
places where there are no groups. 
Stuart Morris attended on behalf of 


the Development Committee. 

As a reault of the discussions, it was agreed 
to accept the general scheme of development 
together with the Nottingham Scheme, and to 
appoint an Area Committee. Each group is 
to be asked to appoint «a member of this com- 
mittee, and the Rev. H. O. Evans was asked 
to convene the first meeting, to take place at 
Keswick on November 15 at 3 p.m. 

This meeting will appoint Area Officers, dis- 
cuss the general position in the Aren in regard 
to lapsed groups, etc., and the best way of 
working the Nottingham Scheme. It will also 
discuss the general question of arca organiza- 
tion, und the committee plans to meet at least 
four times a year at auch places as Carlisle, 
Kendal, Penrith, and Keswick. 

There are several isolated members in this 
area and the suggestion was accepted that 
ane member on the committee be chosen to 
represent them, and that he or she should 
endeavour to keep in regular touch by letter, 
and so far as possible persuade them to buy 
Peace News and become members of the Not- 
tingham Scheme. 

* * * 

FORTHCOMING AREA CONFERENCES: 
sat., Oct. 25: N.E. Aren Conference. Theo- 

sophical Hall, 151 Barras Bridge, New- 

castle, ¥. 3 p.m. Speaker: Stuart Morris. 

Sun, Oct. 26: N.W. Area Conference. 29a 
Church St., Preston. 11 a.m. Speaker: John 
Barclay. 

Sat., Nov. 1: Bristol Area Conference. Friends’ 
House, Bristol. 2.45 p.m. Speakers: John 
Barclay and Stuart Morris. Chairman: 
Laurence Housman. 


Isn’t lt Time We Started ? 


In my second article I attack d what 
I called “pacifist jargon” and I 
suggested that we should go easy 
with the technical terms and 
theories which have been worked 
out by specialists. 


Already I find myself writing three 
articles, when I was invited to write 
two. Somehow I have to say some- 
thing positive and say it shortly in 
this last column or two. 


First, some questions. What plain 
English term could we use to ex- 
press the dynamic on which pacifist 
strategy will depend for its success? 
How can we explain in equally 
simple terms why we think this 
dynamic is stronger and more effec- 
tive than that on which the mili- 
tarist relies? I have answers of 
my own, but they must wait until 
some other time. 


* 


WYVHEN we talk about pacifist 

** method as a method of group- 
or community-struggle to be used 
when co-operation breaks down, we 
are cither airing a theory or we are 
thinking of certain specific instances 
in which the method has been used. 
In either case, but particularly in the 
latter, a large part of our idea is 
usually derived from the thinking and 
campaigning of Mr. Gandhi. 

It is very unfortunate that the best 
book on the Gandhi movement, “War 
Without Violence” by Krishnalal 
Shridharani, is now unobtainable in 
this country. (But there are several 
copies in the PPU Library.) But 
surely we can agree, and I think a 
study of the development of the Con- 
gress campaigns will support the con- 
tention, that there are at least three 
main spheres of preparation—discip- 
line, organization and knowledge. In 
all these three respects the pacifist 
movement in this country is so heed- 
less or slipshod that it seems to me 
Shridharani was strictly accurate in 
saying that “Satyagraha has more in 
common with war than it has with 
Western pacifism.” 


WHY WE DELAY 


That takes me back, for a moment, 
to the question with which I concluded 
my first article. Could we put for- 
ward a practical programme for paci- 
fic resistance to injustice? If we be- 
lieve that this will never be necessary, 
if we disagree with the whole idea of 
organized community-resistance and 
exclude it from our range of possible 
policies in the future, then our neglect 
is comprehensible. 


But if we do not seek to exclude 
such methods, if on the contrary we 


wish to be prepared for such action 
when the right moment comes, how is 
our tardiness to be excused? What 
right had we to justify ourselves by 
quoting Gandhi as a paragon of the 
methods we approved, while doing 
little or nothing to emulate the main 


lines of his example? Our position 
has been—and is—-extremely ambig- 


uous. The Viceroy of India has been 


Marx Returns! 


The Return, of Karl Marx. 
Foreword by Herbert Read. 
Ltd.—1s. 6d. 


What fun can be had baiting those stubborn 
dogmatiats who call themselves Marxists! In 
“The Return of Karl Marx” a somewhat mel- 
lowed Marx lives again and is hounded out of 
a Marxist meeting, expelled from the Com- 
munist Party, and refused admission to his 
own birthday celebrations. 

After 50 years in his grave, however, this 
new Marx is but a shade of his former self. 
As depicted, he is concerned with the failure 
of the proletarian State to ‘“‘wither away” and 
he sees the solution in anarchism. Up to this 
point the author ig refreshing, but when he 
argues that because power is alwaya ahused 
the remedy is to give power to no-one, he is 
unconvincing. To deny power must imply the 
power to deny. 

He is even less convincing when he adds 
“the workers should be their own power and 
their class their god.” Here this interesting 
fantasy misfires and Mr_ Laurence Housman'sa 
recent words come to mind; “Power is always 
a temptation and absolute power an irresist- 
rable temptation unless over-ruled by love.” 
That crux igs missed altogether. Surely the 
solution lies not in the denial of power (which 
iy at best ao doubtful possibility) but in the 
surpassing of power by love that seeketh not 
ita own? 

The returned Marx staya long enough to 
insist that there will be no justice until the 
capitalist clasa is dispossessed. One wishes 
that he had given an up-to-date definition of 
the class struggle. He might then have shown 
us that capitalism is primarily an attitude to- 
ward life: a mentality. Maybe Marx will have 
a third sojourn in this mortal coil. Then we 
might be confronted by a pacifist Karl Marx. 


H. Pp. FOWLER. 


By Grey Lynn 
Chancery Books 


A 


Final Article in Roy Walker's 
series “The Strategy of Good 


Will.” 


able to quote our attitude as an argu- 
ment against Gandhi! Yet I put 
down this strange confusion not to 
hypocrisy or timidity, but to the 
tangle in our thinking which I touched 
on in my second article. 


PROBLEM OF PREPARATION 


Let us face now the problem of so 
preparing our movement that we could 
give some leadership or at least lead 
ourselves in an efficient campaign if 
the opportunity arose. I appeal to all 
groups to make experiments in volun- 
tary discipline at once. There must 
be no conscription and no compulsion 
to remain within a voluntary discip- 
lin sub-group. But we must begin to 
show and to find out how voluntary 
effort can produce greater efficiency 
as well as friendship than can be ob- 
tained by a military machine. There 
is more to be said of this, but no time 
for it now. 


Organization is already stirring. 
The appointment of the Area Devel- 
opment Committee is a hopeful sign. 
But it will require all the co-operation 
and devotion which individuals and 
groups can bring to it if it is to make 
progress firmly and quickly. 


Knowledge, in this connexion, is at 
least a two-fold concept. It involves 
a general understanding of pacifist 
principles of co-operation and 
struggle. A. start can be made 
through study groups using the PPU 
“Outline” pamphlet. On the other 
side it requires a much more system- 
atic study of current affairs, a contin- 
uous collection, examination, sifting 
and summarizing of information. 


From this, and from this alone, can 
we deduce our precise objectives in 
the light of the developing situation; 
and those objectives must be clearly 
seen before an appropriate pacifist 
method can be selected for attaining 
the objective. 


OUR MAIN JOB 


How little progress we have so far 
made in this, our distinctive work! 
We are not primarily objectors to war 
—we are men and women seeking to 
prove and practise an alternative 
method of struggle. We seek to serve 
society by relief work and in other 
ways, but this is only a sharing of 
work which non-pacifists do also and 
do at least as well. Pacifist method 
is our main job. 


We need voluntary discipline—and 
it is still little more than a phrase, an 
idea which is beginning to take shape 
and has as yet no substance in reality. 
We need organization—and groups 
still waste time and resources in mild 
social activity, caring little what 
happens in the group a mere ten 
miles away. We need knowledge— 
and our intelligence service has no 
maps, no plans, no statistics, no infor- 
mation! 


What we have is good will, good 
will and determination and a firm 
friendship between us all. This is 
good enough foundation for sound 
building. The storm of violence is 
already sweeping the world. Isn’t it 
pone time we made a start on that 
Ark? 


(Roy Walker has written the second PPU 
Study Outline—Study Two—which ig now 
available, price 7d. The first part of this 
pamphlet raises for discussion the question 
of internal development and Part 2 is an in- 
troduction to Non-Violence taking up at 
greater length the question of voluntary dis- 
cipline, and suggesting simple positive terms 
in which non-violence can usefully be dis- 
cussed. Alex Wood contributes an instructive 
Foreword.) 


LETTERS 


RELIGION IN RUSSIA 


N common with many of your readers who 
have for some years taken a more than 
superficial interest in the USSR, I have been 
amused by the recent change of front in the 
press ond on the platforms of this country 
concerning religious persecution in the Union. 
However, Critic’s statement in the London 
Diary in The New Statesman of Sept. 27 (on 
which “Observer” commented in Peace News, 
Oct. 3) about “the lovely tenor voice” he heard 
chanting masses in the cathedral at Kiev, as 
giving “‘the lie to the story that religion had 
been stamped out of Soviet Russia,” does call 
for a rejoinder. 

Unless my memory fails me, the only cor- 
respondent of a British daily paper in Russia 
told me in Moscow in 1938 that the last Masa 
wax celebrated in the Cathedral! of S. Sophia 
at Kiev in 1936. Perhaps Critic’s visit was 
prior to that date hut in any case the general- 
izntion is misleading. When I visited this 
magnificent monument of Byzantine art in 
September 1938, the lovely voice was no longer 
to be heard. The mosaics were being recon- 
ditioned .very efficiently by American experts 
und the Cathedral turned into a museum The 
equally famous Lavra monastry church with ita 
catacombs wus an anti-God museum. \ 

When 1 mentioned the question of religious 
persecution to the correspondent, who had been 
in Russin over 12 years and was without re- 
ligious bias, he replied that religion waa not 
persecuted, it wag being liquidated and that 
still as ruthlessly as ever. 

However much we admire many attributes of 
our new allies it is not serving the truth to 
whitewash the less generally appreciated acts 


of their recent history. 
ROGER PERCH 
94, Highway Rd, Leicester. 


MR. GANDHI 


One ig reluctant to make uny adverse com- 
ment on Mahatma Gandhi, but surely it is a 
complete error to confuse his non-co-operation 
movement with pacifistn. 

The Mahatma supported the British in the 
English war against the Boers when he was 
a resident in South Africa—surely the most 
iniquitous and unequal war ever fought in 
modern times, except perhaps the war of the 
United States against Spain in 1898. The 
Mahatma also supported the war of 1914-1918. 
So far as I can judge from recent long cas- 
ulstical pronouncements the Mahatma is also 
supporting intellectually, though not actively, 
the present war. 

The pacifist attitude must be to oppose war, 
whoever the contestants and whatever the 
alleged pretexts put forward, which are usu- 
ally only high-flown covers for greed and 
ambition—-either protecting what has been 
stolen in the past, or adding to the spoliation. 
It is a complete confusion of thought to re- 
gard the Mahatma as a pacifist, in the true 
sense of meaning an opponent of war as a 
remedy for anything in all circumstances and 
at all times. 

Mr. Gregg is, therefore, right in omitting 
mention of the Mahatma in his pamphlet. 

Cc. H. NORMAN 


SYBIL MORRISON 
Sybil Morrison asks us to correct the im- 
pression that her new work with the Labour 
Pacifist Fellowship has interrupted her con- 
nexion with the PPU. She is still a member 
of the National Council and of the Executive; 
and is still available for meetings. 


THE AMERICA FIRST COMMITTEE 


WOULD suggest that the heading in Peace 
| News, Oct. 3 * ‘Recruiting’ for peace in 
US” is rather misleading. The sort of peace 
for which America-First Committee is working 
is, I gather, o peace to keep America out of 
the European war until such time as Ameri- 
can'’s own interests are definitely threatened. 
In other words the Committee is the bulwark 
of isolationism. 


I quote from the Manchester Guardian 


Weekly, Oct. 3: 


The ‘America First’ Committee, which 
once was an effective political organization, 
hag lost the support of many ardent isola- 
tionists because of the failure of its leaders | 
to repudiate the anti-Semitism of Lindbergh. 
Nye, and Wheeler, and because of its asso- 
ciation with various intolerant fascist- 
minded American groups. 

Assuming this statement to be largely cor- 
rect, (and perkaps one of your American car- 
respondents could verify this) the growth of 
such a movement, as reported in Peace News, 
should gurely cause concern to pacifista, rather 
than be worthy of m prominent space on the 
front page of our paper with an implied cun- 
gratulation. 

ERIC S. TUCKER 


52 Stoneleigh Crescent, Knowle, Bristol, 4 

(We do not dispute our correspondent's criti- 
cism of the “America Firat’’ Committee; but 
our information was given simply as news— 
as further evidence of the strength of the 
“isolationist” movement in US. It implied 
no moral approbation of the Committee. 
Ed, PN.) 


ANGLO-AMERICAN RELATIONS 
IN THE POST-WAR WORLD 


CONFERENCE 


AT THE 


Aeolian Hall, London, W.1. 
November 7th & 8th 


Speakers: Senor de Madariaga, 
Prof. A. L. Goodhart, 
H. D. Liem, 


Prof. Denis Saurat, 
Miss Barbara Ward, 
Prof, Arthur Newell, 


Miss Vera Brittain, H. N. Brailsford, 
C. J. Hitch, Prof. George Catlin, 


and others. 


Full particulars and tickets (dele- 
gates 2/-; visitors 2/6) obtainable 


from—. 


NATIONAL PEACE COUNCIL 
39, Victoria Street, London, S.W.1. 


/ 
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479 MEN NOW 
IN PRISON & Gos 


The latest official figures of the 
number of CO’s serving terms of 
imprisonment were given last Thurs- 
day in the following written reply by 
Mr. Herbert Morrison to a question 
from Mr. McGovern, M.P.:— 


“Thirty-eight men called up for military 
service are at present undergoing sentence 
of imprisonment imposed by courts-martial 
for offences claimed to have been committed 
by reason of conscientious objection and 372 
Men are serving sentences of imprisonment 
imposed by civil courts for failing to pre 
sent themselves for medical examination 
under the National Service Acts. The war- 
rants issued by the courts in these cases do 
not indicate whether the offences were 
alleged to have been committed on con- 
scientious grounds, although in most of the 
cases the men concerned had appeared be- 
fore a conscientious objectors’ tribunal and 
had been refused registration in the register 
of conscientious objectors.” 


The following summary gives the 
terms of imprisonment being: served 
by these men:— 

SENTENCED BY COURTS MARTIAL 


1—3 months: 8 men. 3--6 months: 22 men. 
6 months—1 year: 8 men. 


SENTENCED BY CIVIL COURTS 

Up to 14 days: 2 men. 14 days——Imonth: 12 
men. 1-3 months: 54 men. 3~—6 months: 
201 men. 6 months—1 year: 103 men. 

To the above total of 410 for Eng- 
land and Wales, should be added the 
figure for Scotland-—-69—given by Mr. 
T. Johnstone in a written reply to Mr. 
McGovern on Oct. 14. The figure for 
Scotland was analysed as follows: 


SENTENCED BY COURTS MARTIAL 
3 months: 1 man. 6 months: 1 man. 


SENTENCED BY CIVIL COURTS 
3 months: 3 men. 3 months—20 days in de- 
fault of paying fines from £25 to £5: 4 men. 
6 months: 4 men. 12 months: 54 men. 


* * 7” 


Seven COs who received sentences of six 
months at Romford on Oct. 14 for refusal to 
submit to examination were: H. R. Theo- 
bald (Peace News distributor for Ilford), 
M. S. Ryan, D. W. Hoy, J. W. Darnell, E. 
Buck, D. E. R. Hair, and LI. A. Ellis. 


MORE COMPULSION 
ON WOMEN ? 


Although up to the time of going 
to press no official decision has been 
announced concerning the extension 
of compulsory civil defence cuties, a 
number of reports at the end of last 
week referred to the possibility that 
women would be included. 


The subject was said to be under consider- 


FOR HIGH LEVEL HEALTH COME TO 


INGS J 


Under the Personal Supervision of Mr. and 
Mrs. James C. Themson. 


Authors of: An Introduction to Nature Cure: 
Healthy Childhood: The Heart: Blood Pressure: 
A New Approach to Cancer: Appendicitis: ete. 


Particulars of Treatment and Training from 
The Secretary, The Kingston Clinic Edinburgh 9 


THE WORD 


Edited by GUY A. ALDRED. 


November issue now selling. Ramsay 
MacDonald and Militarism, by the Duke 
of Bedford. Emrys Hughes and Rejected 
C.0.s, with an account of his 5th Court 
Martial. Atlantic Charter by Ruth Fry. 
War’s Vested Interests. Native Conditions 
in the North Rhodesian Copperbelt by A. 
Creech Jones, M.P.. Sheer Humbug: a 
Defence of Pacifism by the Kev. W. 
Grainge White, Vicar of Hangley. Mili- 
tarist Hypocrisy by Lord Ponsonby. F. 
W. Jowett and 1916-18 C.O.s. ‘‘Accumu- 
lated Hell” by R. Sorensen, M.P_ Jesus 
and War: Discussion between Sorensen 


and Lee. Fact versus Propaganda by Cc. 
Duke of Bedford and Pacifist- 
Baptist 


H. Norman. 
Socialist Unity: Correspondence. i 
View of Bedford’s Pacifism, Socialiat 
discussion from all quarters. Editor’s 
Trials. Rev. Malcolm Maccoll and Social- 
ism. Special cartoon by “Gowrie”: 
Europe ag Crazyville. Other features. 
Special Supplement by the Duke of Bed- 
ford. Please order early to avoid dis- 
appointment as paper shortage restricts 
printing. 

Tilustrated. 


Good Paper 12 Pages. 


Order Now. 
Price 2d. Post Free 3d. 
Annual subscription: 3s. Od. 


Bundle orders: 12 copies, post free, 1s. 94. : 
24 copies, post free. 33. Od. Order and 
circulate. 


The Strickland Press 


104, George St., Glasgaw, C.1. 
Open daily (except Sun.), 9.30 a.m_-6 p.m. 


PEACE NEWS 


Greater use of its compulsory powers by the 
Ministry of Labour in the endeavour to fill 
munition factories was also foreshadowed. 
Though the present programme of registration 
stops at 31, the Daily Telegraph's Industria} 
Corresondent wrote on Saturday: ‘“‘there is 
little doubt that it will be extended shortly 
to take in women up to 40,” N 

Women born in 1913 are required to register 
for war work tomorrow (Saturday), the 1912 
class on Nov 8, the 1911 class on Now 22, and 
the 1910 class on Dee. 6. 


B.M.A. DEFENDS 
DISMISSED M. o. H. 


Because he registered as a CO, 
Dr. W. A. McLennan, medical officer 


The secretary of the British Medica] Associa- 
tian declared in a letter to the town clerk that 
the Council’s action conflicted with the Gov- 
ernment’s expressed desire ‘‘that there should 
be no victimization of those whose scruples in 
regard to military service are conscientiously 
held.” 

The BMA has also protested to the Ministry 
of Health expressing regret that it found itself 
unable to intervene ‘“‘to prevent a local au- 
thority from victimizing an officer of high 
repute and recognized efficiency’’ who had 
“done no more than exercise his rights as a 
citizen.” 

Dr. McLennan is a Christadelphian, aged 39. 

Dudley Health Committce has decided by a 
majority not to reopen the question. 


ADVISORY BUREAUX 


Changes of secretaries: 


Wellingborough: Mrs. Elkins, The Haven, 22 
Doddington Rd., Wellingborough, Northants. 

Wembley: Dr. E. W. H. Briault, 
Gardens, Wembley, Middlesex. 
New bureau: 

Ventnor: Philip W. Bagwell, 
Ventnor, Isle of Wight. 


The secretary of the Eastleigh and Romsey 
bureau is: Miss Elsie Yates, 65 Shakespeare 
Rd., Eastleigh, Hants. The secretary of the 
Bicester bureau is: Sid. G. Hedges, 56 Buck- 
ingham Rd., Bicester, Oxon. 


6, Priory 


74 High St.. 


ENROLMENT FOR CIVIL 
DEFENCE 


In view of the considerable changes in pro- 
cedure since the last edition of Broadsheet 3 
on this subject was issued, the Broadshect has 
now been completely revised and is obtainable 


from the CBCO, 6, Endsleigh Street, W.C.1. 


SOCIETY OF BROTHERS 


Though practically all the Society of 
Brothers is now settled in Paraquay, three 
members and a few novices are still living in 
two of the bungalows on the Bruderhof Jand 
at Ashton Keynes, pending the completion of 
the legal negotiationg for the 
property to the Home Office. 

The first groups to go abroad went to the 
Chaco and left it after being therc a_ few 
months, when the new place in East Para- 
quay, Primavera, was founded. In April and 
May the last groups arrived, so that by 
Whitsun they were all together. Margaret 
Stern and Ruth Cassell, the two doctors who 
arrived with the last group, are now working 
with Cyril Davies, who went with the first 
group. They are now engaged on plans for a 
hospital with 30 beds and an operating room. 

The other work fally into three main cate- 
gories, based on the twofold character of Prim- 
avera of forest and camp; the forest is be- 
ing exploited; the camp land is partly given 
over to cattle raising; and there is the break- 
ing up of new ground for fruit and vegetables. 


A. S. NEILL 


sale of the 


will speak on 


EDUCATION & PEACE 


at the 


SMALL CONWAY HALL, 


Red Lion Square W.C.1. 


SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 1st 


at 3 p.m. 
Chairman: ETHEL MANNIN 
Admission Free Collection 
Organised by “NEW VISION” and 
FRIENDS of SUMMERHILL 


For Group discussion . 


THE ATLANTIC 
DECLARATION 


A cautionary examination 
of the Churchill-Roosevelt 


EIGHT POINTS 


ONE PENNY (post free 2d.) 


PEACE PLEDGE UNION 
Dick Sheppard House, 
London, 


Endsleigh Street. W.C.1. 


ation by Mr. Herbert Morrison, and a Cabinet 
decision was expected shortly. 


of health at Dudley, Wores., has been; men 

suspended for the duration of the] forces 

war. The British Medical Journal] town, the river port of Riviere du 
declined to accept from Dudley] Loup, ten per cent. of the entire 
Borough Council an advertisement} population is in uniform. 

for a doctor to take his place. Almost universal, nevertheless, is 


Conflicting 


From Nofrontier News Service 


QUEBEC 
JYRENCH Canadians react with 
mixed responses to the story 
about the tourist from the United 
States who said he had come to 
Canada because he wanted to get 
away from the war. True, to some 
degree, the embroilments of Europe 
seem far away from the codfish bays 
and the lumber yards of Eastern 
Quebec. 

In the last war the French 
Canadians felt remote not merely in 
a geographical sense, but were none 
too sympathetic to the Allied war 
effort. This time, however, young 

are going into the armed 
so extensively that in one 


caution in aecepting official British 
explanations about the war. Much 
scepticism is manifest at the propa- 
ganda issued by Canadian broadcast- 
ing stations, which is, in very truth, 
painfully heavy-handed. Hitler and 
Hitlerism are intensely hated. But 
loyalty to France is in a sense some- 
thing that is mystical, deep-rooted, 
less definable than emotionally fixed. 
The collapse of the Third Republic in 
the spring of 1940 shocked sentiments 
these people have held for 400 years, 
no less during the last 200 under 
British rule than before. 


ATTITUDE TO PETAIN 


The public as a whole refuses to 
adopt any hostility towards Marshal 
Petain’s regime. chiefly because they 
thing he is doing a hard, disagree- 
able job for defeated France that 
somebody would have had to do in 
any case. Toward Laval and even 


Darlan there is no little distrust. But 


French Canada 


October 24, 1941 


Currents in 


SYMPATHY 
FOR PETAIN 


they feel that in general the critics 
of Vichy overlook one stern reality: 
that if the Britisn blockade prevents 
.collaboration with the democratic 
Powers, then collaboration with 
Hitler is temporarily inevitable. 

In certain hotels three flags are prominently 
displayed: the British Union Jack, the French 
Tricolor, and. interestingly enough, the red- 
yellow-and-black banner of Belgium. To- 
ward De Gaulle there is no real enthusiasm, 
largely because the French Canadian tends to 
go beneath momentary issues and in this in- 
stance deplores, for whatever reason, the 
splitting of the French nation into sections. 
Britain receives a certain measure of warm 
loyalty, though it is not unmixed with a 
basic disgruntlement over British blunders 


which are viewed as largely responsible for 
the war. 


, DOUBTS ABOUT RUSSIA 


The conflict hag brought ideological strains. 
The people might be more resentful of any 
closer relation between Petain and Hitler were 
it not for the tie, incomprehensible to them, 
between Churchill and Stalin. Their traditions 
are those of devout Catholicism, and Russia 
perturbs them not a little. When former US 
Ambassador William C. Bullitt went to Mon- 
treal and spoke over the radio last duly, he 
made one comment that is still a topic of ap- 
proving conversation. That was his insistence 
that Hitler and Stalin were “twins out of 
hell.” The gift of butter from Bullitt. to 
Paul Reynaud got quite a show in some of 
the papers here, 

But what the French Canadaians 
understand, and whut continues to 
them, is the discrepancy they  frunkly 
find between Bullitt’s speech, which 
they feel must have had approva! in. the 
White House, and the continued cheerful co- 
operation by Mr Roosevelt with Stalin. Many 
of them say that they could have understood 
the necessity of 2 temporary, loose association 
between the British and the Russians, but 
wonder at the consummation of a definite 
military alliance. Reversals of intellectual 
momentum on this issue, hard enough in many 
other regions, will here be hardest of all. 

Faced with a series of apparently endless 
contradictions, the French Canadian. who is a 
shrewd fellow and who lives much farther 
away from illusion.than anyone in Missouri, 
helieves he will never be “shown” until his- 


cannot. 
confuse 


turians eventually untangle the diplomatic 
web. Thus he lives above ideological conten- 
tions. doing what he must for the aational 


effort. but. tn an intellectual sense, coally bid- 
ing his time, 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


except for series bookings. 


Latest time for copy: 
Classified advertisements: MONDAY 


Displayed Advertisements: First post 
FRIDAY 


ACCOMMODATION 


FOR ALL properties to be Jet or aod in 
N.W. London and Districts, apply to McCraith 
and Brooks, Auctioneera and Surveyors, 44 
Market Place, N.W.11. (Speedwel]] 9888, 8 


lines), who will give special attention to the 
requirementg of pacifiats. 


FURNISHED KEDROOM and sitting room, 
or bed-sitting robm if preferred, in comfort~ 
able modern home. Use of kitchen and bath- 
room. No attendance. Pleasant loeality. 
Convenient buses Birmingham and Walsall.— 
Box 966, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4 

THAMES VALLEY district. Middle-aged 
couple would like to come ag paying guests in 
house or hotel where they could have a bed- 
room, sitting room and use of bathroom. 
Warmth and privacy most important. Also 
small furnished house or flat in that district 
could be appropriate.—Box 965, Peace News, 
$ Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

WANTED URGENTLY : 
try, modest rent. 
Erith. 


small cottage, coun- 
Homewood, 308 Bexley Rd.. 


EDUCATIONAL 
LEARN to write and speak for peace and 
human brotherhood, harnessing artistic, im- 
aginative, intuitive and individual gifts, cor- 
respondence lessons 6s. each (Also smal} 
tlasses 1s. 6d. each). Dorothy Matthews, 
B.A., 32 Primrose Hill Rd., London, N.W.8. 


FOR SALE & WANTED 


CARRIBR Cyclee for tradesmen, carriage 
paid, all complete, thus ready to use, £7 19s. 
—Harris Cycle Co., Coventry. 


LAND & COMMUNITY 
CONGENIAL LAND WORK and accommod- 
ation for several single or married C.O.s in 


South-West county.--Box 968, Peace News, 3 
Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


VACANCY for singic young man in small 
land commanity. Keep and pocket money only 
available-—Box 969, Peace News, 3 Blackstock 
Rd., N.4 


2d per word, minimum 2s, 
Box Nymber éd. extra. 
N.B. Cash MUST accompany copy, 
| 


LITERATURE &e. 


QUAKERISM. — Information and Iiteratar 
reapecting the Faith and Practice of ths 
Religious Society cf Friends. free on applica 
tion to the Frienda’ Home Service Committea 
Friends House Euston Road, London. N.W.2 


MEETINGS, &e. 


CHELTENHAM. One-day school, Saturday, 
Nov. 1., Friends House, Portland St. Subject: 
“The Break-up ef a Social Order.’”’ Lecturer: 
Wilfred Wellock. Chairman: Bryn Thomas. 


ee «TWO BCASIONS, 3 p.m. and 6 p.m. 


SITUATIONS VACANT 
COMFORTABLE 


HOME and amal!! salary 
offered in return for help with bhoesework. 
Pacifist household. Chartres, Midhurst, Port- 


nalls Rd., Coulsdon, Surrey. 

FARM training colony four evacuee children 
(15-16) requires teacher (male) to supervise 
evutdoor games and organize musical and dram- 
atic programmes. Maintenance, small salary. 

-International Commissian, 10 Woburn 
Square, W.C.1. 

PROGRESSIVE home-school has vacaney 
young Jady teacher share responsibility, teach- 
ing, houschold duties children (6—8). Weoard, 
pocket money.—Young, Hollyside, Brockweir, 
nr, Chepstow. 

WANTED: cook-general and superior wo- 
man to nurse elderly lady (two peaple). Only 
quiet. peaceful Christians need apply.—Box 
963, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

WANTED URGENTLY, two, man and wife 
or twa men C.0.s to help in small private 
hotel, one interested in cooking. Sympathetic 
atmosphere.—_-Apply Bigland, Tudor House, 
Tewkesbury. 

WIFE of market gardening pacifist wants 
help with house, baby, poultry, ete. Pleasant 
home for intelligent, congenial person. --Eeles, 
The Mill House, Elsenham, Essex. 


SITUATIONS & WORK WANTED 
TEACHER C.O, 31. exemption, seeks full- 
time social wark. Considerable experience 
youth work.- Box 967, Peace News, 3 Black- 
stock Rd. N.4. 


‘WHERE TO STAY 


IN RIBBLESDALE, Yorkshire. Heys Farm 
a Guest House founded on Quaker principles. 
—Wardeny Sidney and Olive Lucas, W. Brad- 
ford. nr. Clitheroe. 

PEACE and comfort in central Lakeland 
during winter months. Vegetarian Guest 
House, Beck Allans. Grasmere. 


MISCELLANEOUS 

LABOUR PARTY pacifists should com- 
municate with Sybil Morrison, Organizing 
Secretary, Labour Pacifist Fellowship, Redeap. 
Greenstreet Green, Farnborough, Kent. 

PACIFIST interested in figures and mathe 
matics would like to hear from reader of sim- 
ilar tastes. -Box 964, Pence Newa, 3 Black- 
stock Rd., N.4, 

WHAT IS the purpose of life? The answer 
to this question has just been solved and is 
of course of the highest importance, Every-» 
one may know it by sending whatever ke or 
she feels right to--“Conscientious Pete,” P.N.. 
Uplands. Burley, Ringwood, Hants. 

YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS on gummed 
slips, 3s. 6d. 1.000. Samplea available—W. 
J. Brigden. Printer, 232 Sellincourt Rd, Toot- 
ing, S.W. 17. 


VERA BRITTAIN 


the celebrated novelist, will give a 
reading fram her own works and the 


works of WINIFRED HOLTBY 
at the PSB Offices. 8 Endsleigh Gdns. 
W.C.1. WEDNESDAY NEXT at 6.30 p.m. 


Admission Free — Collection 
YOUTH SERVICE LEAGUE 
22, Seafield Road, N.11. 
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Published from 3 Blackstock Rd, London. 
N.4., by “Peace Newa”’ Ltd. Printed by 
Clifford Printing Co., (T.U.), London, N.16 
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